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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

GEORGE MALLORY, OF NEW YORK, N. Y.

IMPROVEMENT IN DAGUERREOTYPE-PLATE HOLDERS.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No, 7,655, dated September 17, 1850.

1o all whom it may concern:

I3e 1t known that I, GEORGE MALLORY, of
the city, county, and Stateof New York, have
invented a new and useful Improvement in
Da,fruelreetype-P]ete Holders, of which the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion, refe1 ence bemw had to the accompany-
- ing dmwmge, which form part of this speci-
ﬁCELthD and in which—

Flﬂ'ure 1 represents a view in perspective
of my dawuerreotype plate holder, and Fig.
2 a similar view of the same with a dan‘uel-
reotype-plate inthe act of being applied to it.

My invention consists of a single block, to

which the daguerreotype-plate is securely
clamped by one or more springs secured to
the sides or ends of the blocks in such man-
ner that all the operations to which the plate
Is subjected by the daguerreotyper can be ef-
fected without removing the plate from the
holder, while at the same time the plate is
quickly and readily either clamped to or re-
moved from the face of the block.

In the accompanying drawings, A is the
block. It is made of a size to suit the plates
which it is intended to hold, the breadth and
length of its face being somewhat less than
those of the plate. Itis faced with a plateof
metal B, which is extended beyond one of
the sides of the block and is there bent into
a U form, as represented in the drawings at
C, thus forming a plate-spring. The upper
edge of the outer branch of this U-spring is
flanged and the opposite edge of the block is
fitted with a corner-plate ¢, which extends
from end to end and forms a flange orledge at
that side of the block. These flanges serve

to hold the plate to the block.

has 1ts edges turned down, as represented at
Ihg. 2.

The plate E |

This turning down of the edges not |

| only stiffens the plate and forms a rounded

edge for the buffer to passover, but also forms
recesses into which the flanges on the edges
of the springand corner plates catch. When
the plate is to be placed upon the holder, one
g of its bent edges is applied to the flanged
edge of the U-spring plate, and the plate is
turned upon this as a hinge toward the face
of the holder. Asthe plate nears the face of
the holder, the edge first applied is pressed
inward by the fingers, thus compressing the
spring-plate and allowing the bent edge A’ to
be passed over the edge of the corner-plate
cd, when by the relaxing of the pressure upon
the edge ¢ the corner-plate engaging in the
bent edn'e i of the plate secures the la,ttef to
the holder.

This daguerreotype-plate holder may be
used withadvantage to hold the plate through-
outthe whole process of daguerreotyping, a,nd
the latter is easily disengaged from it by eom-
pressing the spring. Circumstances may

arise which will render it expedient to place

a spring on the two opposite sides of the
block instead of on one, in which case the

face-plate may be extended beyond the oppo-

site sides of the block and both of the ex-
tended portions be bent into a U form.

What I claimm as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The daguerreotype-plate holder construct-
ed, substantially as herein described, of a
block with a spring edge, by which the plate
18 secured to it.

In testimony whereof 1 have hereunto sub-

seribed my name.
- GEORGE MALLORY.
Witnesses: |
Wwu. E. CURTIS,
ALFRED ROE.
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