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‘and useful Self-Working Flood-Gate, de-
signed for a sure and permanent obstruc-
‘tion to the passage of all kinds of stock

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.
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FLOOD-GATE FOR FENCES.
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Spéci:icatian of Letters Patent No. 6,892, dated November 20, 1849,

To all whom ¢t may concern . |

Be 1t known that I, S. D. Hoprxins, of
Brooksville, in the county of Albemarle
and State of Virginia, have invented a new

from one field to another by way of a
branch or creek and to prevent the wash-
ing away of fencing from low and valuable
lands; and I do hereby declare that the fol-

lowing 1s a full, clear, and exact description

of the construction and operation of the

same, reference being had to the annexed

drawings, making a part of this specifica-
tion 1n which—

Figure 1, 1s a perspective view of the in-
clined flood gate, Ifig. 2 of the perpendicular

flcodgade, Fig. 8 an end view of the frame-
woerk inside of the inclined posts (A) 12

1inches square, with a groove cut on the 1n-

- side ot each, 2 inches deep—3 1nches wide.
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‘and pinned to mudsills (C)

‘beam |
length of the barrel (F') there passes.a shaft

These posts and their braces (B)
which are
lapped and pinned on cross mudsills (D).

The posts are confined at the top by a cross
(). Through the ends and whole

of wood 2 1nches square, an iron gudgeon 2
inch thick 1s driven into each end of the
shaft, which go into holes of the same size,
mace 1n.the barrel supporters (a) at the
point indicated by (.). The paling (2) 1s
nailed to cross rails mortised into the end
pleces of the frame work as indicated by

(¢) in Fig. 3. To the center of the frame

work a rope or chain () is fastened, pass-
ing through the beam (E) over a pulley
(H) and to the end a weight (I) 1s fastened.

In Fig. 3 (K) represents the sliders which

lapped

work 1n the grooves of the posts, and are
madce to work without friction by means of
rollers (<) two of which, in each slider, are
macde to work freely against either side of
the grooves in the posts, and two against
the bottom of the groove so as to prevent

the sliders from touching any where in the
These sliders are kept to their

aroove.
places in the grooves by cross rails mortised
into them.as indicated by (¢). The end
pieces (L) of the frame work are mortised
mto the shider at the lower end, and sup-
ported at the top by a brace (M).

In Fig. 3, (N) represents the end of the
barrel. -

The above described floodgate is placed in
a branch or creek, where a fence is intended
te cross, the mudsills buried in the ground
at the bottom of the creek. The whole of
the frame work, to which the barrel is at-
tached, 1s put 1in motion by the rising and
talling of the stream. Trees, with project-
ing roots and limbs, together with all drift-

mg matter, pass through without obstruec-

tion or injury to the works, the barrel al-
ways remaining and revolving on top of the
water.

I do not claim the barrel, rollers, and pul-.

%Je}; as my 1nvention when used separately;
u
What I do claim as my invention, and de-
sire to secure by Letters Patent, is-
The combination, of all the parts, with the
tframe work above described so combined
and applied as to produce the self-working
flood-gate, as above described. |
STEVENS D. HOPKINS.
Witnesses: |
R. H. Morsgrr,
L. F. Moreax.
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