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Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent _Nb; 6,261, dated April 3, 18409,

To all whom it may concern:
Be it known that I, Dexter H. CEAMBER-

LAIN, of Boston, in th_e county of Suffolk
and State of Massachusetts, have invented

certain new and useful Improvements in
Tool-Sockets and Awl-Hafts, and that the
following description, taken in connection
with the accompanying drawings, herein-

after referred to, forms a full and exact

specification of the same, wherein I have
set forth the nature and prmmpleg of my

may be dlstmgulshed from others of a simi-
lar class, together with such parts as L
claim and desire to have secured to me by

Letters Patent.

The figures of the accompanying plate ot

.'dmwmﬁs represent my -improvements..

I‘wuw 1 is a central longitudinal section
taken in the plane of the 1111e A B, Figs. 2,
and 3. Fig. 21s a 1101"17011ta1 sectlon taken

in the phne of the line, C D, Fig. 1, and

Fig. 8

is a similar section taken in the plzme

- of the line, & F, Fig. 1.
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- In some 111’1provements in tool sockets or
awl handles recently patented by me, 1 used

~a split shaft in which the tool was 1nserted
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~ the top of the handle, the e
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ter 1110'

and clamped by being drawn inward, the

drawing in, being ef ected by means of
male screw on the upper end of said shaft,
worked by a female screw fitted in the cap

of the handle.
T have found in practice that this mode of

cmlstluctlon 1s somewhat defective,

heavy blow to be struck with a hammer on
fect being that
, 1n lieu of en-

the tool slips in the split shaft

1111pr0vements the guiding of the butt of the

tool is effected by pressing the split shaft

outward, in lieu of drawing it inward, and
therefore every blow upon the top of the
tool only tends to make 1t grasp the tool
more firmly, and thereby insures its eﬁec-

‘tual operation.

My improved mode of construction is rep-
resented in the figures above referred to.

a a, Fig. 1, is the cap of the handle, and & &
T shall denominate the barrel of the handle,

inas-
much as, in using it, it does not pelmit )

the leather or wood. By my present

which is made hollow as shown in the several

drawings having suitable bores formed lon-
eitudin ally to a proper depth in its peri-

meter for the 1nsertion of the several tools,
as shown at ¢ ¢ ¢, Figs. 1 and 2. At the bot-
tom of this barrel an elongated metallic
socket { / 1s fitted firmly, its bore at the bot-
tom being tapering, to fit the conical shape
of the lower end of the spiit shatt, d d, which
1s dropped loosely into said socket. This
shaft 1s split into quadrants which spring
together, when said shaft 1s pressed down-
W"Ll"d, ELIld grip the tool, as in the position
shown in Fig. 1, a proper shoulder being
formed 1n the split shaft, as shown at e.

This split shaft is pressed downward as re-

quired. by means of the screw shaft, f f,
which 1s firmly secured at one end fo the
underside ot the cap, ¢ @, having at its other
end a male screw which fits into a corre-
sponding female screw cut round the interior
of the top of the socket, as shown at ¢ ¢,

Fig. 1. The bottom of the screw chaft, f 7,

| abuts against the upper end of the split shaft

d d, and by turning the former downward
the latter is made to orip the tool, /4 A, as
hereinabove suggested; and this armnge~

ment, as defore stated, permits a heavy blow
to be struck on the top of the haft, without

any injury to the tool or its opemtlon
Having thus described my improvements,

1 shall state my claim as follows.
What I claim as my invention, and de-

sire to have secured to me by Letters Patent
is, _ .

A tool handle or awl haft, having a split
shaft for holding the tool, which 1s forced
outward by a screw shaft attached to the
underside of the cap, and abuttmﬂ against
the top of said split shaft, as hereinabove set
forth, said serew shaft bemO‘ worked, sub-
stantmlly as hereinabove spemﬁed

In testimony that the foregoing is a true
description of my sald 1n1pr0vements I have
hereto set my signature this 2d day of Janu-

ary, A, D, 1849,

Witnesses:
Ezra LaNcoLn, Jr.,
JOSEPH (FAVETT,

D. H. CHAMBERLAIN.
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