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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JoEN D. FILKINS, of
Lima, La Grange county, in the State of ln-
diana, have invented a new and useful ma-
chine for cuttingaway whatare termed “ bogs”
from the surface of marshy ground, so as {o
render the ground fit to be prepared for sow-
ing any kind of seed; and I dohereby declare
that the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of its nature and construction, refer-
ence being had tosthe accompanying draw-
ings, making part of this specification, in
which—

Figure 1 is a side elevation, and FKig. 2 a
top plan. _ |

The same lelters indicate like parts in both
figures. |

The nature of my invention consists in 80
arranging in a proper frame-work a set of hori-
zontal steel knives, which are drawn along the
surface of the ground and cut or shave off
what are termed ¢ bogs” from marshy places,
thus leaving a clear surface ; and also attach-
ing the middle beam of the aforesaid frame to
the rear end of a sled, the front or inclined
parts of the runners being provided with steel
knives, so that as the machine is drawn along
by the team, when the ranners come in con-
tact with a bog the knives will spht it, and
vet; keep the machine level and steady.

The construction is as follows, viz: A rep-
resents a common sled, the front or inclined
parts of the ranners being provided with steel
knives b to split the bogs. To the front part
of the sled is attached in any convenient man-
ner the team. To the rear end of the sled

the middle beam of the frame ¢ is attached. |

| This beam extends back some distance, and

to it are attached two handles, d, by which
the machine is guided. To each of the outer

‘pieces of the frame-work ¢ are bolted two sets
These knives project down to

of knives, e.
the ground, and at the same time they incline
forsvard at an angle of about forty-five de-

grees tofacilitatethecuttingoperation. These

knives are connected together on each side of
the frame at the bottom by a flat piece of steel
or iron, f, and to each of these flat pieces are

i connected two or more horizontal knives, h.

These knives also rest on the surface of the
oground and incline backward at an angle of
about forty-five degrees, as is ¢learly shown in
Fig. 2, so that as the machine is drawn along
they will eut the bogs with ease. |

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim therein as new, and desire to se-
cure by Letters Patent, is— '

1. Providing the front or inclined part of
the runners of the sled with steel knives 0,
for the purpose herein specified. | -
~ 2. The combination of the sled « with the
frame-work, to which the horizontal knives are
attached. | -

3. The combination of the double horizontal
knives & h,resting on the surfaceof the ground
and ionclining backward at an angle ot about
forty-five degrees, with the pole g, for the pur-
pose and in the manner herein specified and
fully made known. -

" JOHN D. FILKINS.

Witnesses: .
EpMUND BROWN,
Wwu. H. Dz Puy.
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