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‘made, the angles of the “ supporter ”

JOSEPH SGHOI‘IDLD OF PHILADELPHIA

OFFI E

PENNSYLVANIA ASSIGNOR TO .IA’\IES BE’I‘TS

UTERINE SUPPORTER

Speclﬁcatmn of Letters Patent No 5 844 da.ted Octobm 10 1848

To all whom it May CONCErn . -
Be 1t known that I, Joserm SGHOI‘ILLD late
of Bradford, Eno'land but now of the city

and county of Phﬂadelphm and State of

Pennsylvania, surgeon, have invented a new
and useful Instrument for the Relief and
Cure of Prolapsus Uteri, of which the fol-

lowing 1s a full and exact description, refer-
ence bemo had to the annexed drawings of

the same, makmg part of this specification,

in which the same letters refer to the same
parts 1n all the figures. o

- The nature of my invention and improve-
ment consists, In constructing of porcelain

or other suitable material, an artificial sup-

port for a prolapsed uterus, which will

maintain 1t in -a natural and easy position,
~ without pain or injury, and without irritat-

ing or otherwise doing violence to the adja-
cent parts;

state, of all duty, until they recover their

usual healthy tone and contractibility in a

suflicient degree to enable them to resume
and maintain the performance of their ap-

propriate functions. -
Of all the dlﬁerent kmds of materla,l

which might be used in the construction of
this appamtus I prefer porcelain, because it

is cheap, durable, and not liable 'to become

incrusted or contract odor from use, and also
feels smoother, cooler and less unpleasant to
the wearer than other substances.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1

“is a perspective view of the * supporter ” de-

tached from the straps and belts used to re-
tain it in place. The part a is in the form of

a polar segment of a hollow oblate sphermd
or shallow cup, with 1its concave side in

which the uterus rests, placed uppermost.
These cups are made of various sizes to

adapt them to different persons: from the
bottom or convex side of the cup a stem b

projects, which 1s about half an inch in

diameter, and three inches long, and having
on its end a transverse piece ¢ about an inch
and a half long and half an inch wide, 1n
whose projecting ends oblong holes or eye-—
Jlets ¢ ¢ are made to recelve the retaining
straps. Of whatever material 1t may
must
be I'ounded and 1its entire surface made
smooth and even, to prevent it from irritat-

ltact

_proper position.

and will effectually relieve its:
natural llo‘amental and membranous sup-
ports, which are in an enfeebled and relaxed

from the same cause.

be

the line z @ of Fig. 1
vilew of the * Supporter

F1g 2 1S a lengltudmal sectmn tﬁrough -
F1 1g. 31sa pelsppctwe}i o
in connection with
the straps and belts which retain it in the
4 and 7 are respectively the
anterior and posterior straps; they are made -
of vulecanized india rubber, and passed half

60

their length through the eyes ¢ ¢ in the end
of the stem, their ends being connected with

the suspender straps m m m m which are at-

tached in any way in which they can con-
veniently be lengthened or shortened, to the

belt o, which is buckled around the Walst to

hold the supporter
which it may be placed.
The cup of the supporter 1S mtroduced

rmly in the p031t1011 in-

70

into, and moved forward to the upper part

of the vagina, across which 1t extends, re-

ceiving the lower part of the uterus into its

ca,Vlty which rests there in all positions of

out and slip
the case if the end of the supporter were

depression 1n its center.

‘the body without the least tendency to slide '
down, as would necessarily be

semi-globular in its shape, with only a small

This extension of 80

the edges of the cup to the sides of the va-
gina I deem to be of very great importance,

because by that means the uterus is so. se-

curely held up, and the danO'er of its falling -

down so completely removed that the person

wearing it can sit, stand, or take any kind

85

of exercise, as freely and with as much im- =
punity as if no disease existed ; and from the

smallness of the stem of the supporter the
vagina is not dlstended by it, so that neither

irritation or inconvenience 1s experienced

from walking or other movements; and from

the ““ supporter ” are arranged and connect-
ed, they require no ad]ustment and offer no

‘the way in which the retaining straps and

95

obstructlon when occaslon arlses to Ppass the o

'_urlne, or other excretions.

The eXpanswn and contraction of the-

elastic straps ¢ and 7 effectually counteract
the danger of displacing the supporter from
sudden change of the position of the body,

100

and also prevent the brulses and unpleasant
concussions which otherwise would arise

_ These straps being
likewise impervious to moisture admit of

105

being washed, and kept as clean and free

| from odor, as the ad]acent parts of the body.
Sometimes under peculiar circumstances

the external uterine supporter might with

99 jng those parts Wlth which 1t may be In con- advant&ge be combined Wlth thls and In 110



such case, I should refer to use that of Mrs free from odor Wlthout detachmg them fro:m 10

Retts, Wthh I deem by far the best of tha,t: the body. . |

class of instruments. 1 In testlmony Whereof I have hereunto

What I claim as my mventlon ancl desne | signed my name 1n presence of two witnesses B

5 to secure by Letters Patent is— - - thls fifth day of September A.D. 1847. -
* The combination of elastic retaining straps | o y J OSEPH SCHOFIELD

of india rubber, with the “ supporter,” which | Wltnesses T o

straps being impervious to moisture, may be | = JoHN THOMPSON

washed to keep them clean, Wholesome, and | JosepH MORRISON
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