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To all whom it may concern :

_Be it known that I, JAMES H. BENNETT, of

- Bennington, in the county of Bennington, and

State of Vermont, have invented a new and
useful Instrament for Pulling Flax, of which
the following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-

tion, reference being had to the accompanying
~drawings, viz: -

- A handle or staff, A, carries on its lower ex-
tremity one or more fingers, B, in shape and
form resembling the fingers .of the common
cradle used in many parts of the country for
harvesting grain. The staff carries, also,on its
back two clamps, ¢ ¢, which serve as . guides
for the movable part, C, which must slide ireely
inthe clampsin the direction of itslength. The
movable part has also its fingers D, similar

and parallel to the first, and receivesits motion

from the crank-neb, E, either by means of a
pin, b, moving in a slot in the crank, or by a

~roggle-joint, as may be deemed most conven- |

lent.  The fingers of the movable part should
extend somewhat beyond the others and be

~nnited at their extremities; or the jaws may

be made of solid pieces with groovesand ridges
to correspond on their interior surfaces. In

either case sufficient strength must be given to |

the parts to produce the desired effect, due re-

gard being had to weight ‘to avoid rendering

1t unwieldly. o |
- Figure 1 represents tbe instrument opeb

ready to work; and this is the manner of using
1t: Seize the extremity of the handle with the
left hand and the neb B with the right hand
and swing it into the standing flax to a con-
venient distance. Then bring the neb E to the

position shown in'Fig. 2 The fingers Or jaws
will thus be so brought together and inter-
locked as to hold the flax firmly between them.
Then a sudden jerk or twitch will tear the flax _
from the earth. Then, carrying the instrument
with a motion similar to that used for deposit- .

Ing-grain from a cradle, and opening the jaws,
the flax may be dropped on the ground, and

the operation recommenced. Fig. 3 repre- .

sentsthestattor bandle,withitsfingers, clamps,

and neb; Fig. 4, the movable part of the in-

strament disengaged from its counterpart.

- Now, whatI ¢laim as my invention, and de-

sire to secure by Letters Patent, is—

The mauner of grasping the standing flax,

for the purpose of pulling it, between the fin-

gers or jaws by means of the movable part
sliding an the c¢lamps and receiving its motioi

in the direction of the handle from the crank-
neb by means of a slot and pin or toggle-
joint, as above set forth and deseribed. -
- Kast Beunington, January 4, 1845.

JAMES H. BENNETT.

Witnesses : o
L. N. BEnngrT,
J. DOOLITTLE;
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