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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

EBE"\TL‘ZFR OLIVER OF PHILADDLPHIA PDN\TSYLVA"\TIA

~ RAT-TRAP.

. Speciﬁﬁatiou of _Letters:.P'atent No. 2,828, dated Oc'tobe_'r 22,'3 1842 -
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Be it known that 1, EBE‘JL‘ZER OLIVER, of

the city of Phﬂmdelphla,, in the State of

Pennsylvania, have invented a new and use-

ful Improvement in the Manner of Con-

structing Traps for the Catching of Rats,

Mice, fmd other Animals:; and I do hereby

dechle that the followmo 1S & full and ex wt
deseription thereof. | - -
In the ac-"omp‘mvmﬂ drawing, qure 1,

is a perspective representation ‘of the tr ap,

and Fig. 2, a longitudinal, Vertlml sectwn

of it thr Duﬂ‘h 1ts mlddle

A, A, is a wire cage, which has an en-
trance into it that is closed by drop dceors, B,
and C, constructed so as to be lifted by the
entering of the animals, in the ordinary
manner. Lhere are two such doors, so
placed in order to pr evenL the escape of one
animal while another is passing in. This
device 18 well known, and does not consti-
tute any part of my mventmn Whmh Inven-
tion I will now describe. -

D, D, is a box that may be made of wood,

and Whlch opens into the cage, A, A, but
is furnished with a drep door E, E opemt-
ing like the doors B, and C. The upper end
of the box D, at the part F, I, may be in-

closed by a door of Wood or ot wire orating.

(z, 3, 18 a revolving dom which may be
made of sheet metal, “and is so hung as to
turn with an axis H H’, to Whlch 11; 1s at-
tached at its center. -

I, 1, is a tube that forms a case to a spiral,
or othel spring, to which spring 1s rut.fmhed
a chain, or cmd «; and by tummﬂ' the door
(G, upon 1its ‘I\IS, the chain, or cor d a will be

rmde to wind around the end, H’ of the
axis IT; and if the door G, be left at liberty,
the above named Spring will cause it to re-
volve. The outer end of the box D, to which
the door G, is hung, 1s, 1n part, mclosed or
SULT ounded by wire- -work, J, J, the end
toward J7, bem left open. |

K, 15 a

QPIIHGS L:;and M, 1s a hook to which the
bait is to bé f‘tstened, in approaching this,
the animal must tread upon the platform K
which will depress it, and with 1t a StOp
piece N, attached tg 1t so as to liberate the
revolving door G; and this, bemg acted onl|

by the stop piece N.

that they
platform door, supported on

by the spiral sprm - will make a ra,pld cemi- -

‘revolution, and str 11{1110 against the animal
will force it against the drop door E, and-
into the cage A the door G, after makmcr b5 -
1ts semi- 1ev01utlon will be again arrested,} L
“A wire check spring -
O, is made to bear upon the upper end of

the levolvmg door, and aids in keeping it -

steady.

it shall do so with great r%p1d1ty and force:
and for this purpose, I

end ",

ma IlIlel

of the shaft H, in the following

When an animal has been thus
Icaught the trap still remains set, and. wil -
so remaln for any desired numbe* of semi-
revolutions of the dom G, say fom ﬁve :
or more. . | o

It 1s necess‘uy to: Leep the spir: al spring in
a state of continued tension, so that when the :
door G, is making its last semi- revolution,

‘Lda ta catch to the'
70
I cut a screw on the end of the
shaft, as shown at 0, in Fig. 3, and cause =~
a wire spring ¢, h.;wmfr )] hook at 1ts end, to

bear upon the screw between its threads, and

when the trap 1s fully set, the end of this 7 5

wire spring will be close to the side D, of o

the box, and when it has made as many seml-; o
1ev0111t10ns as are desired, the hook on ¢, =

will catch into a staple CZ which straddles
80
sequently, prevent the furthel revolvmg of -
the door ." The wne sprmg, c, is shown -

dotted lines in Fig. 2 S
Having thus, fully descrlbed the manner - -
85 -
catching rats, mice, and other animals, what =~ = .
T claim therein as ﬂew, and desire to secure

the outer thread of the screw, and will, con-

in which I construct my improved trap for

by Letters Pfl,tent 18—

‘The forcing of the rat, or other amma] e

into the compartment Wlthm which it is to
be detained, by means of a revolving door |
operated. upon by a.spiral, or other, spring

90

the said door and spring being so CO‘nbmed .-

with a platform, and other ‘Lppendw’es, as
shall codperate in etfecting the- :
‘intended purpose, by an arrangement of

95

parts substftntnlly the same W1th ‘that here-_-'rlti i

1n set forth.

DBD\TEZER OLIVER

WVltnesses
Twos. P. JoNgus,
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