R. TYLER.

_ Coin Counter.
~ No. 2,320, - © Patented Oct. 11, 1841,

' Frg.: 7.
S D + f ¥/,
»
%4
7
|
g
c
' Fig: 2 ‘
| R .4 v B - .
o7 w

N. PETERS. Phale-Lithographar, Wathington, 1. C.




10

15

20

25

30

30

40

45

b0

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

RUFUS TYLER, DECEASED, BY PHILOS B. TYLER, ADMINISTRATOR, OF NEW ORLEANS,
' LOUISIANA,

MACHINE OR APPARATUS FOR COUNTING COIN, &c.

Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent No. 2,380, dated October 11, 1841.

To all whom it may concern:

Be 1t known that I, Puiros B. TyLeR.
chief coiner of the branch mint of the United
States at New Orleans, in the State of
Liouisiana, am the executor of Rurus TyLER.
cleceased, who was my predecessor in the
oflice of c-uef coiner of the mint aforesaid,
and that the said Rurus Tyner did 111Vent
and bring to perfecticn a new and useful
Appar atus or Instrument for the Re ady and
Accurate Counting of Cecins and of ‘other
Articles of a Slmﬂ.;u Character: .:md I do

hereby declare that the iollownw 1s a fall

and exact description thereof.

The basis of this apparatus is a rectangu-
lar plece of board of suitable width and
length, according to the kind, or size of the
coin or other article to be counted ANl 1n-
strument of the kind used, and which has
been essayed for the counting of half dimes,
1s made of a piece of board measuring thir-
teen by eighteen inches, the length way of
the grain of the wood bemtr in the direction
of the shortest diameter; This direction of
the grain 1s not an esb-entml teature of the
mstrum(,nt, but 1t has been found to oljel'me
best when so made.

In the accompanying drawing, this in-

strument 1s represented of one half its actual

size, Ifigure 1 being a top view of it, and
Fig. 2, a cross Sectlon from side to side.

X A, are two cledts or ledges, attached to
the bmx d, one at each of its two 10110 er sides,
and I‘lSlIlO up to a convenient dlsmnce above
1ts face.

B, B, B, are thin strips of metal let edge-
wise into this board, parallel to each other
and to the ledges A, A, and dividing 1t 1nto
a convenient number of equal and shallow
troughs. Ior half dimes, these strips are
about half an inch 1 apart, and they rise “above
the surface of the board to about two or
three times the height of the thickness of
the coin to be counted. At one end of the
instrument 1s aflixed a similar strip of
metal C, C, which rises above the surface of
the board to a height not greater than the
thickness of the coin to be counted, and 1t
may be a trifle less than this. A strip of
metal 1s also placed along the mnner sides of
the ledges A, A, for the edges of the coin,
or other qltlcle to bear against, and thus to
cause 1t to operqttﬁ in the same manner with

the strips B, B. The foregoing parts con-

stitute the whole that ls necessary to the
construction of the instrument.

The following 1z the manner of using this
Instrument. As it lies horizontally, a quan-
tity of the coin to be counted iz laid, or

heaped, upon it, and it is then tiited tow‘wd_

the end D, D, to carry the pieces in that
cirection, and that end is then raised by
hand to a height sufficient to cause the pieces

of coin to shde down towa d the end fur-

nished with the ledge C, C; this ledge will
arrest the pieces which come against 1t and
thus the pieces behind them, In succession,
and the result will be that ‘there will be
1n each of the shallow troughs, a succession
of pleces forming a row between each of the
strips of metal B B, as shown at E, E. As
it will sometimes happen that a p*ut of a
row will be double, it may be proper to touch
the pieces with the finger where this occurs;
but the proper way “of ascertaining that
every row consists of a series of single pieces,
and of causing such as are superfluous to
slhide down, is “to incline the board so that
the edges of all the pleces will bear against
the btl‘lpb B, B, and also gradually to in-
cline it toward the end D, 1, until the pieces
roll a short distance on their edges toward
that end. They are then made to roll back
toward the strip C, C, by inclining the board
in that direction; the super fAuous pleces will
then descend, and the operator 1s assured
that all the pieces are single. There may
then be two or three more pieces in one row
than in another, and these are to be swept
off by the finger, or by any convenient in-
strument, toward the end D, D. Suppose,
for ezmmple that there are twenty spaces
for containing the coin, and that tﬂ"ellt‘f Hve
Pleces, or more are left in a row in each di-
vision, on sweeping off, or removing, from
each row the excess above twenty five there

will remain five hundred pieces, or twenty

five dollars upon the board, in half dimes:
and as the operation can be readil ¥ repeated
three times 1n a minute, seventy five dollars
of this small coin will be counted in that
period of time.

The foregoing exemplification of the man-
ner of constr uctmo and using the instru-
ment will suiffice as a guide in adwpunn 1t to
colns, or other articles - smaller or larger than
half dimes: in colns, however, 1t may not be
found ehﬂlbl«e to use it for those of a higher
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denomination than quarters of dollars; the | strips of metal B, B, 1n combination with
limit, however, is a question of convenience | the strip C, C, placed at one end thereot, 15
merely. _ said strip not rising higher than the thick-
‘Having thus fully set forth the nature and | ness of the coins to be counted; the whole
construction of the instrument for counting [ being arranged, combined, and employed,
coins, and other articles capable of being | for the purpose, and substantially 1 the
so counted, and having also shown the man- | manner above made known. |
ner in which the same is to be used, what 1s 3 r
claimed therein as new, and which it is de- | PHILOS B. TYLER,
1¢ sired to secure by Letters Patent, 1s—
The within described manner of dividing Witnesses:
the face of the instrument into a serles of Tros. P. JoNEs,
separate shallow troughs; by means of the | M. . JoNEs., |

)

Administrator of Rufus Tyler, deceased.
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