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CONSTRUCTION OF TAI-LOR-S" MEASURES

Specification of Letters Patent No. 1,584, da,ted May 8, 1840.

To all whom it may concern.

Be it known that I, Ricmmarp Dawms, of -

Hanover. in the county of Grafton and State

provement in the Manner of Constructing

and Using an Instrument for Taking Meas-
. the sliding hinge, whmn Spring bears upon

the steel strap, and carries a pin at ¢, which

fal

ures for Coats and Similar Outer Garments,
which instrument 1s generally known under
the denomination of the * Tailor’s Measur-
ing-Square”; and I do hereby declare that
the following 1s a full and exact description
thereof. -

Higure 1, in the accompanying dmwmﬁ 1S
a I'epresentmtmn of my 1mpr0ved_measurmﬂ'
instrument drawn to one half of 1ts actual
g1ze.

A, B, C, D, represent elastic straps of
HlEBt‘LI steel bem,g oenerally used to make
them. These straps are graduated into
inches and parts of inches 1n the ordiary
way. The straps B, and C, constitute the
ordinary tailor’s measuring square, the two

parts thereof being joined together by riv-

ets, so as to stand at right angles to each
other and to constitute a square. On the

upper end of the arm C, there is fixed a

spirit level E, to direct in affixing the strap

horizontally.

F, F, is a measuring tape which 1s to be
;J_;mduated hke the straps into inches and
parts thereof. This tape 1s connected to the
square by means of a pivot, or joint nin, at
the interior angle of the square, as shown

at «a.

So far this instrument does not dlﬂer

from such as have been before used..
To the strap B, I join the straps A, and

D, by means of the hinges G, and H. These
hmoes are best made of sheet brass and- with

the plfztrcs double, so as to receive. the ends

of the straps between the two portions,
where they are secured by rivets. Upon
each of the straps A, and D, I place a slid-
ing hinge or strap fastener I, which like the
hinges & and H are made of double plates
of brass. Fig. 2 represents one of these
sliding hmﬂes on the reverse side, together
with a p&rt of the strap on whmh it 1s
placed, drawn to the full size. The steel
strap A, passes between the brass plates of
the leftf 1, and through a slot in 1t at b, 0,
which thus constitutes a sliding socket upon
the strap. The leaf J, is capable of being

opened and closed and carries two curved

pins, ¢, ¢, the points of which enter the holes

- d, d, when the leaf J is closed down. These

i i e——

pmq serve to ﬂfﬁ*{ the mstrument to the coat-

when measure 18 to be taken.

¢, 18 a button. turning on the pin f and

of New Hampshire, have invented an Im- | serving to fasten the leaf J, to the strap.

To hold the shiding hinges in their places,
I attach a steel spring XK, to the strap I, of

Is into the holes 4, 4, A, on the strap, and

thus confines the shdmﬂ hmge
The following is the method of usmﬂ this

mstrument.

The coat of the person to be
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measured 1s to be smoothly buttoned around

the breast and shoulders. The strap is then

to be applied so that the vertical branch C,

shall be brought close in front of the right
shoulder, while the other portion of it shall
pass hOJ: 1izontally under the armpit and
around upon the back and 3 mn front upon the

breast, the spirit level serving to adjust it
in the proper position, the curved pins upon

the sliding hinges and similar pins upon the

stationary hinges G, H, serving to keep it
in place. WVhen thus fixed the following
twelve measures are to be taken: 1st, pass

the tape measure F, I, backward under the
arm 1n an upward amd oblique direction un-

t1l you reach the socket bone of the neck, at
the top of the back seam of the coat, which

1s to be set down 1n inches and parts of
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inches: 2nd, note the number upon the hori-

zontal branch of the strap, where 1t reaches

the back seam; 3rd, pass the tape backward -

in an oblique direction to any required point
between the strap, and the required length
of the waist, and mark down this measure;
4th, pass the tape down 1n an oblicue direc-
tion to a point in the back seam of the coat
at the required length of the waist; 5th, pass
the tape in a straight line to the top of the
hip bone, which set down ; 6th, pass the tape
in front in an oblique direction to the bot-
tom and center of the breast of the coat; Tth,
note the number of the horizontal bmnch of
the strap where it comes to a point in the
center of the breast: 8th, from the last men-
tioned point 1n the center of the breast, pass
a common tape measure 1n an oblique direc-
tion over the right shoulder, until 1t reaches
the socket bone of the neck at the top of the
back seam; 9th, pass a common tape meas-
ure from the same point, n an oblique di-
rection over the right shoulder, and across

the back, until it reaches the top of the strap
at the back seam, which note; 10th, pass the

- tape measure attached to the strap i front
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S thls part of the operation is. completed
I will here remark that the strap may bef.*
-:;'applled to the left shoulder in the same way
"~ as that herein described of applying it to
the right shoulder, when circumstances may

—_ render it desirable so to do._
;_horl?ontal stre,p A B, w111 in this case, pass

."of the 1"'1ﬂ'ht arm, over the shoulder untll 1t' '.
_'1f:aches the Eoeket bone of the neck; 11th,
pass the same tape in front of the arm, over |
the shoulder, and across the back, untll 1t
reaches the top of the. strap at the. back
pass the same tape in front of |
. ‘the arm over the shoulder; close to the- Sleeve;j;;;,

~ head, and down behind, 1111t11 it reaches the

~top of the strap near the side seam.
these measures being oarefully noted down'_-- __

seam ; 12th, -

- The elghth mnth, end eleventh measures

 as within described, are of much 1mportence

'-_'111 accurate ﬁttm,q;, and are, as I beheve, new,
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oannot be taken: excepting
| principal improvement, Whlch consists in
| the two extension branches A, and D, of the
‘horizontal Eatl“lD., attached to the ]t)ortlon B,
'of the Sqtmre, bV means of the hlnﬂes G 3¢

Al a

The lono'er- |

end

'.end are obtflmed in consequence of the ftd-— |
_-dltlon made by me to the square, or measur--
ng - ms‘cruments ‘heretofore employed,

by the aid of my

29

_ VVhet I clelm thel efore as oonst1tut1110-._
. "-_._mV invention end 1mprovement 18—

"The: attaching the additional or extensmn} |

branch D at the end of the- ordmery hori-
| -._':7onte,1 breneh B, of the tfulors measuring
square by means of the hinge H, and com-

33

bining with the branches the s]1d1110 hmges -

| for attmcnmo S‘lld brenches, as set forth

G RICHARD DAME
VVltnesses._ SRR T

Tmos. P. JONES

GEORGD R WI}ST




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims

