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Specification forming part of Lietters Patent No. 1,243, dated July 17’, 183

Lo all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, SAMUEL HOFFER, of
Londonderry, in the county of Dauphin and
Stateof Pennsylvania, haveinvented anewand
useful Improvement in Agriculture, called a
‘““ Roller Corn-Planting Plow;”” and I do hereby
declare that the following 1.5, a fall and exact
description.

A piece of scantling of about four inches
square and about emhteeu inches in length is
shaped at one end 1n a proper manuer tn Ie-
ceiveaclevis by whichtheplowisdrawn. This
1s called the ¢ center piece,” A. Two other
pieces of the same scantling, about three feet
long and dressed, one end "ot each slopingly
extending about One foot from the end, and
Mace these pieces one on each sideof the ﬁl"bt

described piece, with the sloping side nextit,

and fasten them firmly with bolts extending
through themn.
- pleces,” B, and by meansof the slopethe width
Letween them at the hind end will be about
eighteeninches. Another pieeeof wood, about
three inches broad and half that thickness, is
dovetailed 1nto and across the lower side of
the side pieces, aboat the middle thereof,
which is called the *cross-bar” C. Imme-
diately above this piece 1s placed a bhonper, E,
with adivision extending from frout to rear,
and a lid with hinges covering it. A moving
~bottom orslide board, I, is made to fit between

the hopper and the cross-bar, with two holes

near the division on each side, of sufficient
-size to hold as many grains of corn or as much
oypsum or ashes as you wish to have dropped
at once. ‘I'nese holes are wider below than
above to prevent the grains from wedging
fast.

Two wooden rollers are made of about eight-
ecn Inches in diameter and of about eight or
vine inches in length each, D. They are
pliced in a square iron axis with a erank in
the middle which would describe a circle of
about fourinches. The rollers approach with-
in an inch of each other, and each end of
this axis 1s made round, so as {o turn with
ease in & bole made in pieces of iron for that
purpose. These irons are made to pass up
through the hind end of the side pieces and
fastened with a nut on top. A rod of iron,
(,1s made to fit on the crank, and passing

bet“ een the rollers, the other end is made fast
At every round of these

to the slide-board.

These are called the “side

{
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wib:

'wnh the moving

rollers two droppings of corn are made, to
one by shoving the front hole of the
slide-board in front of the cross-bar and the.
other by drawing the other hole in rear of the
cross-bar. Thuscorn maybedropped fromone
side of the hopper and gypsum or ashes from
the other.

A shovel in the common form of those ubed
in what is called the “shovel-plow,” H, 1
placed through and near the hind end of the
center piece, and fastened on top by a nut.
About half-way between the cross-bar and
rollers a piece of iron of abount six inchesbroad
at the lower end and brought to a square at
the upper end is driven through each side-
piece from the lowerside, and fastened on the
topbyanut. Thesearecalled the¢scrapers,” 1.
Two pieces of sheet-iron are fastened on the
lower side of the cross-bar and extend some
distance both 1 front and rear of the cross-
bar, and in¢line toward each other. These are
called the‘fenders” K. Whentheplowisdrawn
forward the shovel makes sufficient furrow to
recelve the grain and the fenders direct the
orain properly into the furrow, the scrapers
cover It, and the roller smoothing it afterthem.
Two handles of convenient length, L, are let
1nto the side pieces immediately behind the
hopper, and are supported by a brace from
thie hind end of the side pieces up to the han-
die. The holes in the slide-board are repre-
sented by the letter s.

No. 1, top view; No. 2, bottom wew, No. 3,
side \‘lbw

What I claim as my invention, and desire
to se{*ure by Letters Patent, is—

. The construction of the hopper I 1n two,
parts by means of a vertical division pass-
1ng through the middle of it, in combination
bottom or slide-board If,
worked by a crank attached to the roller D,
which shiding bottom conveys the corn and
gypsum from each division of the hopper and
permits it to fall into the same furrow together,
the whole operating 1n the manner and for the
purposes herein described.

2. In combination with the above, the fend
ers K for directing the seed into the furrows,
as herein described.

SAM. HOFFER.

Witnesses:

SAM. DALE,
LrAH L. DALE.
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