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To all whom it may concern: '

Be it known that I, Wirr.ian J ENKS, of
Columbia, in the district of Richland and
State of South Carolina, have invented an
Improvement in the Manner of Constructing
Fire-Arms of Various Kinds; and I do here-
by declare that the following is a full and ex- |
act description thereof, |

My improvement consists in a new mode of
construeting such fire-arms as are made to
load at the breech, and the aceompanying
drawings represent it as applied to a rifie,
common gun, or fire-arms in general, the gen- |
eral construction being the same with what.
ever kind of fire-arms it may be used. |
- The different figures are drawn of the ordi-
- ary size of a rifie or gun. Figure 1 is a per-
Spective view of all that part of the piece
which it is necessary to represent; Fig. 2, a ,'
vertical section through the middle of the |
same; Fig. 3, a top view of the breech, with
the slide removed; Fig. 4, a cross-section
~ through the slide and barrel, and Fig. 5 aside

view of the slide and plug, =
- In each of these figures like parts are des-
' € Same letters of reference.
of the upper side of the barrel, to-
breech, is removed
Fig. 1, for the length of about two inches and
- @ quarter, and along the middle. of this an
opening is made into .the bore of the barrel,
and in width equal to about three-fourths of
the diameter of said bore. This opening is
marked b. At its forward end, ¢, it is opened
out circularly, _
the bore. The part into. which it opens con-
stitutes the chamber for receiving the charge |
‘and should exceed the diameter of the genera)
bore of the barrel about one-sixteenth of an
Inch. The opening thus made is covered by
- a slide, dd, upon

|

—

the lower side of which there |
1S a tongue, e,which fits into the opening,and ;
- Slides freely within it. A steel plug or slid-
Ing cylinder, f J; which fits the chamber with
great exactnessand slides within 15, is attached
by screws to the slide above described, as

| other opening or mo
| side of the barrel

, a8 shown at q, |

S0 as to be of the diameter of |-
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shown in the drawings. The steel plug and
the tongue of the slide to which it isattached
are about one-half of the length of the open-
ing into the barrel, but the plug or eylinder
projects forward about three-sixteenths of an
Inch, and when the sl de is pushed forward
the plug passes to that distance within the hore
beyvond the opening. Isometimes reduce the
plug about the middle, as at £/, to reduce the .
iriction and to form g chamber for oil. An.
rtise-is made through the
. extending forward from the
breech-pingto one-half the length of the open-
Ing inthe top. This side opening may be five-
sixteenths of an inch in width. Tts use is to
admit a stop or chock biece, %, to pass in be-
hind the stee] plug f'when the latter is forced
forward. Said stop fills the space between
the plug and the breech-pin, holding the for-
mer firmly in its place. A lever, ¢ t,working
On a joing at the side of the barrel, and from
which the stop or choek projects, has a Spring,
J, at its forward end, to force the Stop into its

| place, and consequently admitting of its being
| removed by making

pressure on that end.
¢ loaded, the stop is re-
the plug and the slide
withdrawn. The ball is then dropped in at
the opening ¢, and, by depressing the muzzle
of the piece, this rolls forward to the fore end
of the chamber. The charge of powder is then

When the piece is to b
moved from behind

| Whab I claim as of my invention
to secure hy Letters Patent, is—
The combination of the gl

, and desire

| stop, operating and constructed substantially

1n the manner and for the purpose herein set;

Witnesses:
C. H. WILTBERGER,
-~ LINTON THORN.
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