LT Bowm
N/ mw f/"fw -
Nz 7.. - ﬁ/fﬁ/f/ /'/é'/c)’ /ié/




ot

" Unrrep StaTEs PATENT OFFICE.

JAMES T. BOWMAN, OF PATTONSBURG, VIRGINTA.

IMPROVEMENT iN PRESSES FOR PRESSING ROLLED TOBACCO.
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Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 257, dated July 5, 1837,
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o all whom it may concermn:

.

G is the cap or upper part of the press, con-

Be it known that I, JAMEs T. BOWMAN, of | taining the nut in which the screw I works

Pattonsburg, in the county of Botetourt and
State of Virginia, have invented an improved
press for the purpose of pressing rolled to-

~ bacco preparatory to its being packed 1n boxes,

and which press may also be used for the press-
ing of tobaecco without its previously under-
ooing the process of rolling; and I do hereby
declare that the following is a full and exact
description thereof. |

The frame of this press may consist of four
corner-posts of timber, A A, united together

- by sunitable longitudinal and cross ties.

B B are cheek or side pieces extending the
whole length of the press, and firmly mor-
tisedlinto the corner-posts. They are grooved
on their insides, as shown at « ¢ «, to receive

the sliding partitions b b b, which pass up and |
- down in the grooves freely, and when forced

completely up are flush with the top edge of
the cheeks BB, forming a number of rectangu-

lar cells or receptacles,within which the to-

baceo is to be pressed. The bottoms of these

cells consist of strong strips or pieces of wood |
~ firmly attached to the cheeks B Binthe situa-
tion shown by the dotted lines ¢ ¢ ¢. 'T'hese.

fill the spaces between the grooves a « a, there

being a slot or opening between each strip for

the passage of the sliding partitions. The
sliding partitions are affixed to a plank, € G,
by their lower ends. I |

D is a lever having its fulerum at I, and

~ connected to the plank C C_ by the shackle-

bar or joint-piece F. By means of this ar-
rangement the sliding partitions are all Si-
multaneously raised andlowered. Whenlow-
ered, their upper edges are flush with the up-
per sides of the strips which form the bottoms
of the cells. | |

t in the usual manner.

L

I is a platen or follower extending the
whole length and width of the press, so as to
cover all the cells. I

When the press is to be used, the platen G
is raised, so as to be out of the way in the

preparatory operations. The partition-pieces

are also forced up by means of the lever D, so

that they are flush with the topsof the cheeks

B B. The cells are then ready to receive the
pound-rolls or other tobacco to be pressed.
When they have been duly charged therewith
by pressing it below the surface of each cell,
blocks of wood fitting into each cell are placed
upon it, these blocks constituting separate
followers by which each portion istobe pressed.
The main follower or platen I is then brought
down by means of the screw H with the re-
quired degree of force. This having been
done, the platen is raised and the partition-
pieces lowered by means of the lever D unftil
they are flush with the strips constituting the
bottoms of thecells, when the pressed tobacco
is removed and the process recommenced.
‘What I claim as my invention, and desire -
to secure by Letters Patent, 18— |
~ The construction of a pressfor pressing to-
bacco, madeand operating substantially in the
manner of that herein described—that 18 1o

say, having sliding partitions which can be.
raised, so as to form separate cells for the re- =

ception of the tobacco, and withdrawn for its
removal after it has been pressed in the way
set forth. | R
JAMES T. BOWMAN.
Witnesses: - |
. SWEETLAND,
SAMUEL W. WEISIGER.
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